
 

 

 

Being Connected 
‘Would we rather have a friend who is always right or who is in right relationship with us? 
Would we rather have a friend who is always correct or who is always connected to us? 
We know the answer to these questions. Today’s gospel is saying that God wants us to 
be in right relationship with Him, to remain connected to Him. “I am the true vine. You 
are the branches. Cut off from me you can do nothing. ”  [1] ‘In Scripture, the word true 
is often used to describe what is eternal and divine.’ [2] ‘When we are rooted in the True 
Vine our lives will produce His fruits of  love, intimacy, mercy, forgiveness, justice, truth, 
generosity, compassion, presence, wisdom, healing, reconciliation, self-surrender, joy, 
thanksgiving, peace, obedience and humility. When these fruits are not evident in our 
lives then we are living apart from the Vine.’[1]  

When we are disconnected from people and places we love, we can become homesick. 
When we have become disconnected from the Source of our being, our restlessness or 
our feeling of dis-ease is an experience of homesickness which can only be eased by re-
sponding to Jesus’ invitation, “Make your home in me as I make mine in you.” ‘This is 
about abiding, not performing. It is about holding on to our core identity more than per-
fect behaviour—which would only make us proud and self-sufficient, even if it were pos-
sible. It is a coming home to the divinity in ourselves. The greater our awareness of God-
within-us, the more open we will be to God within the people he sends into our lives.’ [1] 

St Augustine reminds us that our hearts are restless until they rest in God. That restless-
ness comes from a sense of being incomplete which arises when we have looked in the 
wrong places for nourishment, enlightenment, direction, leadership, life, community and 
truth. ‘Each of us needs to find what keeps us connected to our true Source and then be 
faithful to that. It might be art, or poetry, or silence, or being vulnerable in the presence 
of that person in whose presence we are led home.’ [3] When we are home, we will dis-
cover that ‘we are already one but have imagined that we are not. What we have to be is 
what we already are.’ [4]   

Adapted [1] Richard Rohr  [2] John MacArthur  [3] James Finley [4] Thomas Merton     
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FIRST READING         Acts 9:26-31 
When Saul got to Jerusalem he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him: 
they could not believe he was really a disciple. Barnabas, however, took charge of him, intro-
duced him to the apostles, and explained how the Lord had appeared to Saul and spoken to 
him on his journey, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus. Saul 
now started to go round with them in Jerusalem, preaching fearlessly in the name of the 
Lord. But after he had spoken to the Hellenists, and argued with them, they became deter-
mined to kill him. When the brothers knew, they took him to Caesarea, and sent him off from 
there to Tarsus.  The churches throughout Judaea, Galilee and Samaria were now left in 
peace, building themselves up, living in the fear of the Lord, and filled with the consolation of 
the Holy Spirit. 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: You Lord, are my praise in the great assembly. 
 1. My vows I will pay before those who fear him. 
 The poor shall eat and shall have their fill. 
 They shall praise the Lord, those who seek him. 
 May their hearts live for ever and ever! 
   

 2. All the earth shall remember and return to the Lord, 
 all families of the nations worship before him. 
 They shall worship him, all the mighty of the earth; 
 before him shall bow all who go down to the dust. 
   

 3. And my soul shall live for him, my children serve him. 
 They shall tell of the Lord to generations yet to come, 
 declare his faithfulness to peoples yet unborn: 
 "These things the Lord has done". 
SECOND READING                   1John 3:18-24 
My children, our love is not to be just words or mere talk, but something real and active, only 
by this can we be certain that we are the children of the truth and be able to quieten our 
conscience in his presence, whatever accusations it may raise against us, because God is 
greater than our conscience and he knows everything. My dear people, if we cannot be con-
demned by our own conscience, we need not be afraid in God's presence, and whatever we 
ask him, we shall receive, because we keep his commandments and live the kind of life he 
wants. His commandments are these: that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ 
and that we love one another as he told us to. Whoever keeps his commandments lives in 
God and God lives in him. We know that he lives in us by the Spirit that he has given us. 
  Alleluia, alleluia! Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. 
 Whoever remains in me bears fruit in plenty. Alleluia! 
GOSPEL          John 15:1-8 
Jesus said to his disciples: "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every 
branch in me that bears no fruit he cuts away, and every branch that does bear fruit he 
prunes it to bear even more. You are pruned already, by means of the word that I have spo-
ken to you. Make your home in me, as I make mine in you. As a branch cannot bear fruit all 
by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless you remain in me. I am 
the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me, with me in him, bears fruit in plenty; 
for cut off from me you can do nothing.  Anyone who does not remain in me is like a branch 
that has been thrown away - he withers; these branches are collected and thrown on the 
fire, and they are burnt. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, you may ask what 
you will and you shall get it. It is to the glory of my Father that you should bear much fruit, 
and then you will be my disciples". 
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 Masses received this week: John Myerscough, Bridget Rogers.    
   

 Last Weekend: Attendance 44. Offertory £80.00.  Thank you for your generosity.  
 

  

                                

  Baptisms 
We can now celebrate baptisms with some restrictions.  A number of people have 
been enquiring but it may take a little while to get through the backlog. 
   

Weddings 
The green Marriage Registers are being discontinued this month as the paper-based 
system will move entirely online. We will no longer complete a paper-based formal 
register for marriage, and the legal marriage certificate will not be issued at the time 
of marriage. Instead, the parties will sign a marriage schedule issued by the register 
office.  This will contain all of the necessary information that will then be entered 
into the online marriage register, maintained by the Registrar General. 
  In a further move, the details of the mothers of both the bride and groom (name, 
surname and occupation) will be included as well as details of their fathers.  
   

Churches Together In Fulwood & Broughton: 
World Day of Prayer Service. At St. John's, Broughton, on Friday, 14th May at 1:30 pm  - 
covid restrictions will be in place, therefore booking is essential.  Please contact Jean 
Dunsmore on 01772 717083 to reserve your place. 
 
 

The Logos & Literature: Elaborating the Divine  
A series of Stonyhurst online evening talks exploring some of the great themes of Catho-
lic Christianity in writing old and new, with Catholic scholars and contemporary authors. 
Every second Thursday at 7:30pm from 29th April. For info and registration:https://
christianheritagecentre.com/events/logos-and-literature  
   

The Gift –a Life in the Spirit:  
#a course ibeginning on Thursday, 6 May from 7pm to 8pm via Zoom. This is an inspiring 
and practical seven-week series aimed at people of all ages to help them encounter the 
Holy Spirit and empower them to share their faith. The teachings are relaxed, personal 
and informative, rooted in the Bible, the Catechism, and reflections on The Holy Spirit 
from Pope Francis. If you are interested, please email alphalancs@gmail.com and the 
Zoom link will be sent to you.  See also: https://stjosephs-lancaster.co.uk/
events/2021/5/6/life-in-the-spirit  
   

Livestreaming Mass 
As well as normal Mass in church we are now able to livestream the 9.30am Mass  
from St. Anthony’s church.  Go to the St. Anthony of Padua YouTube page for the 
link.        
   

Gift Aid  
A Gift Aid tax reclaim will be submitted shortly to HMRC. Please notify us if you are 
no longer a taxpayer, or you paid insufficient tax during 2020/21 to cover the tax 
that will be reclaimed on all your donations given under Gift Aid to all charities dur-
ing the tax year. At the present standard rate of tax of 20%, 25p is reclaimed for 
every £1.00 donated. If you have moved house during the tax year please ensure 
that you let us know your new address. Thanks once again.  
 We are extremely grateful to all parishioners who give weekly and monthly dona-
tions to the parish and who Gift Aid their offering. If you can support the parish this 
way, please leave your details with Fr. Peter.   

DIARY and MASS INTENTIONS   
for the week beginning Saturday 24th April 2021 

   BIDDING PRAYERS 
   We pray for the Church. As the Mother of God, Mary knew the joy of Christ’s birth, and 
the piercing sorrow of his death on the Cross.  We pray that she will accompany and 
strengthen the Church and all God’s people in following Him.  

  We pray for our troubled world . Tuesday is the feast of the English Martyrs, many of 
whom were ‘locals’ from Lancashire.  Although we live in different times, we pray that we 
may truly and fully live our faith, revealing God’s love for all in our words and deeds.  

  We pray for the people of India and all countries ravaged by Covid: may we and our 
country respond to their plight with love and practical generosity.  

We pray for our parish community, especially for those daring to step back out into the 
world as restrictions are lifted; and those struggling to rebuild after bereavement or hard-
ship; or hoping to recover strength and to ‘build back better’.  

We pray for those who are sick: Harold Slack, Bill O’Shaughnessy, Malaya, Ray Mannion, 
Bill York, Vera, Lawrence Dunnagan, Trevor Hughes, Claire, Deacon John Kilshaw;  

those who have died recently:  John Myerscough;  

  and those whose anniversaries occur around this time:: Hannah Wilson, Ann 
Field, Johanna Wilson, Martha Smith, Elsie Brown, Arthur Simpson, Alice Gregson, Thomas 
Banks, Anthony Boylan, Margaret Johnson, Thomas Smith, Winifred Ashe, Lilly Hankinson, 
Thomas Rhodes, Richard Carter, Brian Curry, May they rest in peace.    

 

Sun 9.30am 

     11.00am 

      5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant   

Countinho, Fernandes, Rodrigues 

Joyce Hilton 

Tom & Marie Hooper 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 

Mon 9.15am St. Ant Audrey Cross Feast: Ss Philip & James 

Tue  9.15am St. Ant Special Intention Feast: The English Martyrs 

Wed 9.15am St. Ant Bridget Rogers  

Thur 9.15am H.Family Arthur Simpson  

Fri  9.15am St. Ant Jude Fernandes  

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant Marie Gardner  

Sun 9.30am 

     11.00am 

      5.00pm 

St. Ant 

H.Family 

St. Ant 

Lily-Anna Forrest-Cottam 

Arthur & Marina Smith 

For our parish 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 

Sat 6.00pm St. Ant For our parish  


